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support a much larger population. The staple food is millet,
with wheat and barley in smaller quantities. Large quantities
of gram are grown for fodder. Considerable areas are forested,
but the forests are of a dry type, merging into scrubland.
Population. In the hilly forested parts of this region live
the Bhils, a primitive forest tribe. In other parts of the region
the people are mainly Hindus, with Rajasthani as their language.
Rajputana is also the great centre of the Jains. It is interesting
to notice that an unusually large percentage of the population
is engaged in industry. Many native industries still survive, e.g.
the making of cotton goods, whilst woollen goods, especially
blankets, are made in most parts of Rajputana from the wool
of local sheep and goats. In the drier regions caniel-hair is used
in the manufacture of carpets, blankets, clothes, etc.
Several important routes run through the region. That
along the Narbada Valley has already been mentioned ; through
the heart of the region runs the route from Agra to Bombay ;
along the northern slopes of the Aravalli Range is the main line
from Delhi via Ahmadabad to Bombay.
Ajmer (119,524 in 1931), the principal town of the tiny
British Province of Ajmer-Merwara, is a flourishing town of
over 100,000 inhabitants ; increasing in size, it has food and
textile industries and railway workshops.
Jaipur (144,179 in 1931), though larger than Ajmer, has
suffered from plague and other diseases and, despite its textile
and railway industries, decreased in size in the decade 1911-21.
Abu is a small hill station at the southern end of the Aravalli
Range, 5,000 feet above sea-level. As a result of its elevation
there is a rainfall of 60 inches, though the near-by plains have
but 20,
Udaipur is the beautiful capital of the proud State of Mewar.
The State occupies a hilly plateau at the southern end of the
Aravalli Hills.
THE THAR OR GREAT INDIAN DESERT
The crest of the Aravalli Range is generally ^,bout 3,000
feet high and from there the land slopes north-westwards gently,
but irregularly, to the plains of the Indus. The Great Indian
Desert occupies this sloping area and thus lies between the
Aravalli Range and the alluvial plains of the Indus and the Pun-
jab. The desert lies for the most part in Rajputana, but embraces
also the neighbouring parts of the Punjab (especially the large
State of Baha.walpur) and Sind.
It consists of a sandy waste, interrupted by rocky hills and
waterless valleys. The ground is often entirely bare ; in some